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 October 22, 2020 marks the end of the 

first quarter. That means that report cards are 

not too far away. Parents may be wondering if a 

report card is necessary or rather or not they 

should be concerned with the grades reported 

on their child’s report card.  

  

 The report card serves as a means of 

communication intended to inform a parent 

about their child’s academic progress or digress 

during the school year. Because many parents 

feel the report card is the most important       

document they receive during the school year, 

the educators at Arnn Elementary and Zama 

Middle High School take pride in accurately   

reflecting their student’s performance.  Report 

card content tend to affect how parents form 

their opinion of the school’s concern for their 

child. DoDEA parents are fortunate enough to 

have Grade Speed to track their child’s progress 

along the way. Parents of students receiving D’s 

or F’s should be aware of progress prior to     

receiving the report card. Parent/Teacher     

conferences for Arnn Elementary are scheduled 

for October 29-30, 2020.  During Parent/

Teacher conferences, parents are urged to    

address any concerns they may have with their 

child’s grades. 

 

 There are ways in which you are able to 

assist your child in boosting your child’s sub-

standard grades; 

1. Remove the Fear Factor 

2. Review Tests & Quizzes Together 

3. Hone in on Homework Habits 

4. Use Skill-Builder Worksheets 

5. Connect with the Teachers 

6. Try Fun “Unschooling” Activities 

7. Link Learning to the Real World 

8. Consider Other Factors Affecting Grades 

9. Have a Healthy Reward System 

 

 Just like an individual student         

receives a report card, DoDEA schools receive 

an overall report card as well. DoDEA's School 

Report Cards (SRCs) are very similar to those 

required by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

Act. The SRCs list school contact information, 

school improvement goals, a school's student 

demographic profile, and academic indicators 

such as the SAT and TerraNova scores. The 

SRCs were created as a part of DoDEA's     

response to greater accountability to parents 

and stakeholders. They are designed to help 

families who may be transitioning to DoDEA 

schools by giving them an overview of a new 

school before their child ever sets foot in the 

classroom. The SRCs also contain valuable 

information that will be of use to                   

representatives at the headquarters, area, and 

district levels so that they can become        

familiar with the schools that they will be   

visiting. 

 

DoDEA. 2018. Report Card. Retrieved from 

https://www.dodea.edu/datacenter/

research/reportCard.cfm     

 

Dower, Erin. 2020. A+ Parenting: 9 Tips to 

Boost Bad Grades. Retrieved from https://

www.familyeducation.com/school/report-

cards/parenting-9-tips-boost-bad-grades 
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Got Writer’s Block? 
Get help from an expert 

writing tutor—FREE 
through Tutor.com!    

Connect to a live session 
for immediate help   
brainstorming and        

organizing, or drop off 
your current writing draft 

to get back               
comprehensive feedback 

Fall into Good Study   
Habits! 

Leaving homework to the last 
minute? Connect with a tutor 
for helpful study tips to get 

better organized, or get help 
with a specific subject or 

problem. All military families 
have FREE, on-demand     
access to online tutors. 
Take advantage of this     

service by connecting with a 
tutor today.  Visit 

www.tutor.com/military to 
get started.  

http://www.tutor.com/military


Page 6 Volume 1, Issue 5     SLO NEWS 



Page 7 Volume 1, Issue 5     SLO NEWS 

Assistance With Withdrawals 

     When it comes to transitioning, withdrawing 

your child from school can sometimes become 

pushed to the back burner only to be dropped 

from the priority list. However, properly with-

drawing your child from school can eliminate 

unnecessary stress in the end.  

 

 It is best to contact the school as soon 

as you find out you have been placed on assign-

ment or will be moving to another location. The 

school’s registrar will be able to guide you in 

fulfilling the requirements needed to correctly 

withdrawal your child.  The same process is 

followed for students who are enrolled in virtual 

school. Even though children are allowed to 

continue to engage in virtual learning while 

transitioning, the child’s official school records 

will need to be moved to the gaining location.  

 

 In an effort to continue to ensure 

smooth transitioning for our families, we would 

like to stress the importance of making the con-

nection with the school before leaving the in-

stallation. Ms. Juria Nakajima would be the 

point of contact for all your withdrawal needs at 

Arnn Elementary. She can be contacted at 262-

6112. 
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Military & Family Life Counselors 

 Military Family Life 

Counselors (MFLC) are 

here to support you at 

school and throughout the 

base during these some-

what changing and       

challenging times.  MFLC 

will be more than happy to 

talk to you and family 

members about your     

feelings and about any 

concerns you may have to 

help you acquire a variety 

of ways of coping through-

out this pandemic.    

 Stress can be a 

normal part of life.  It can 

be positive and negative.  

It is one of the ways our 

bodies react to external 

and internal factors that 

we may be experiencing.  

Some of the signs of stress 

are worrying, increased 

nervousness, a change in 

eating and sleeping,      

inability to concentrate, 

irritability, mood swings 

and sometimes the use of 

alcohol or drugs. 

 Tips to relieve 

stress are through         

exercise, deep breathing, 

talking to friends/families 

and seeking help.  Seeking 

help from a professional is 

a sign of strength not one 

of weakness.   

Military Family Life      

Counselors can be reached 

through Arnn Elementary 

School (Dr. Marlon Bruno), 

Zama Middle High School 

(Linda Ferguson) and ACS 

(Rob Scheifer).  We are 

here to serve each one of 

you and we ask that you 

please utilize our services.  

It is confidential and we 

are all licensed profession-

als. 

 

 - Linda Ferguson 
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 The ZMHS Treasure 

Trove had a successful last 

month at the Camp Zama    

location and would like to 

thank the community for    

supporting the school by   

shopping at the Trove. The 

Treasure Trove is now closed 

and will remain closed until 

sometime in November, date 

to be released at a future 

time. (Check Facebook for  

updates.) When the Treasure 

Trove opens again it will be on 

SHA. 

ZMHS PTO Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PTO monthly     

meetings will be held every 

third Thursday at 1900. The 

meetings will be held via 

Zoom until further            

notice. The first meeting of 

this school year will be 

Thursday, Oct 15.  Join us to 

meet this year's PTO        

officers. Check the ZMHS 

PTO FB page for the Zoom 

link. 

 

Please join us!!! Your member-

ship dues will help the school, 

and membership provides you 

with an opportunity to be a part 

of an organization whose entire 

goal is to provide opportunities 

for the ZMHS student body. It 

can also provide an opportunity 

to volunteer, if you are interest-

ed. PICK UP YOUR MEMBER-

SHIP FORMS at the ZMHS 

MAIN OFFICE, or come to the 

CAMP ZAMA FALL FEST and 

find us there (Saturday, OCT 

17, Dewey Park 1500-2100).  

We would like to thank our parent volunteers that helped us post social distance awareness signs at 

the bus stops and that visited the bus stops for the first week to help our students transition back to 

the new bus stop normal.            Christina Mendenhall, President, ZMHS PTO 2020-2021 
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https://

www.faceboo

k.com/

do-

dea.pacific/ 

 

https://

www.dodea.e

du/pacific/ 
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www.faceboo

k.com/

do-

dea.pacific/ 

 

https://

www.dodea.e

du/pacific/ 
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BGCA Keystone Club 

     The Boys & Girls Clubs of 

America (BGCA) has been 

around for 160 years. 

Throughout the years, this 

national organization has   

perfected providing voluntary 

after-school programs for our 

youth. One of the many       

programs that is offered that 

is specifically for youth ages 

14-18 is called the Keystone 

Club. 

 

     Keystone Clubs provide 

leadership development     

opportunities for young people 

ages 14 to 18. Youth           

participate in activities in 

three focus areas: academic 

success, career preparation 

and community service. With 

the guidance of an adult    

advisor, Keystone Clubs aim 

to have a positive impact on 

members, the Club and     

community.   

 

     BGCA hosts an annual   

National Keystone Conference 

for Boys & Girls Club teens 

that brings together members 

from all across the globe. 

Throughout the conference, 

Keystone members engage 

and socialize with peers,    

explore relevant issues, and 

develop skills to support and 

enhance efforts in their local 

Boys & Girls Clubs and      

communities. 

 

     The Camp Zama Teen    

Center has an active Keystone 

Club. The club meets every 

Tuesday afterschool from 

1400-1430. If your child can-

not attend in person, there is 

a virtual option available. This 

year the club held speeches 

for elections digitally.  

 

     On the 29th of October 

from 1730-2130 at Dewey 

Park on Camp Zama, the Key-

stone Club will be hosting an 

Escape the Lab event. Even 

though this club does not 

charge for membership, they 

have collected a substantial 

amount of donations to       

produce a variety of events 

similar to the Escape the Lab. 

Some of those amazing events 

include: a Family Dining Feast, 

Canned Food Drive, Blanket 

Drive, Sagamihara River Clean-

Up, and the yearly Keystone 

Conference.  

      

     During the Escape the Lab 

event, please look for the    

donation booth. All donations 

go back into the club to       

support and cover the cost of 

many of the events mentioned 

above.  

 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America.  

(2020). Keystone Club is The 

Boys & Girls Club Movement’s 

ultimate teen program. Re-

trieved from  https://

www.bgca.org/programs/

character-leadership/keystone. 
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16 Cool Pumpkin Facts 

Children learn as they play, most importantly, in play 

children LEARN HOW TO LEARN.– Fred Donaldson 
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 Fall sets the atmosphere to explore different learning techniques and pull amazing infor-

mation from nature that the children want to know about. During this time of the year, pumpkins are 

in harvest. As these amazing fall icons fill the stores, parents can make the most out of engaging in 

teachable moments concerning pumpkins. A little question and answer that parents can have with 

their children as part of an impromptu lesson is using the cool fun pumpkin facts listed below. 

 

1.  The world “pumpkin” showed up for the first time in the fairy tale Cinderella. 

 

2.  The original jack-o-lanterns were made with turnips and potatoes by the Irish. 

 

3.  Pumpkins are grown on every continent except Antarctica. 

 

4.  Over 1.5 billion pounds of pumpkin are produced each year in the Unites States. 

 

5.  Morton, Illinois, calls itself the “Pumpkin Capital of the World.” 

 

6.  80% of the U.S.’s pumpkin crop is available during October. 

 

7.  The world’s heaviest pumpkin weighed over 2,600 pounds. 

 

8.  The largest pumpkin pie ever baked weighed 3,699 pounds. 

 

9.  Pumpkin-flavored sales totaled over $414 million in 2017. 

 

10.  Each pumpkin has about 500 seeds. 

 

11.  Delaware used to host an annual “Pumpkin Chunkin” championship. 

 

12.  There are more than 45 different varieties of pumpkins. 

 

13.  Pumpkins are technically fruit. 

 

14.  Every single part of a pumpkin is edible. 

 

15.  Pumpkins are 90% water, which makes them a low-calorie food. 

 

16.  Surprisingly, pumpkin pie isn’t America’s favorite. 

 

 

Hawkins, Amanda & Schreiber, Sarah. 2020. 16 Pumpkin Facts That’ll Make You Say “Oh My 

Gourd”. Retrieved from https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/diet-nutrition/a22544/facts-

about-pumpkins/. 

https://www.google.co.jp/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fkidscbc2%2Fthe-feed%2F8-amazing-facts-about-the-stars-of-october-pumpkins&psig=AOvVaw1ymctsW0LhlfmslOA9oqBp&ust=1602218690462000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDSzvyXpOwCFQAAAAAdAA


2– No School Arnn Elementary– Professional Development 

3– SAT 

10– ACT testing in ZMHS Library 

10– ZMHS Senior Graduation Photos 0900-1600 by appointment only 

12– No School DoDEA– Columbus Day Observed 

13-14– ZMHS School Pictures  

15– ZMHS Virtual PTO Meeting 1900 

15-16– Arnn School Pictures 

16– Homecoming for ZMHS 

22– ZMHS– Virtual SAC meeting 

23– No School DoDEA– Teacher Work Day 

26– Red Ribbon Week video presented to children by Army Substance Abuse        

        Program (ASAP) 

27– Arnn Wear Red Socks Day 

28– Arnn Wear Red shirt/ Sweater with blue jeans Day 

28– Arnn Red Ribbon Week Board Decorating Contest Winner Announcement 

28– Homeschool Resource Meeting @ 1000 via Google Meets 

28– Youth Sponsorship Training for CYPAs and Educators @ 1300 via MS Teams 

28– Youth Sponsorship Training for Sponsors @ 1500 via Google Meets 

29-30– Parent/Teacher Conferences Arnn Elementary 

30– Parent/Teacher  Conferences ZMHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7– SAT 

11– No School DoDEA– Veteran’s Day Observed 

26-27– No School DoDEA– Thanksgiving Day Observed 

 

 

 

 

 

4– No School DoDEA– Teacher CCRS Training 

4– Accelerated Withdrawl Begins 

5– SAT 

12– ACT 

21-31– Winter Recess 

 

*All meetings and trainings are contingent on Garrison posture. School calendar 

events are subject to change. 
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School Liaison Officer  
School Liaison Officers (SLOs) are important contacts for PCSing 

Families. They can answer questions, assist with transition issues, 

and connect you with your next SLO. Touch base before you move! 

https://www.facebook.com/109279240085/

posts/10158773966935086/?d=n 

https://twitter.com/FamilyMWR/

status/1280169642493968386?s=20  

 

Youth Sponsorship Program  
Changing schools can be tough. Youth sponsors make it easier. 

There are students in your child’s new school who can welcome 

them—even before your move! 

https://www.facebook.com/109279240085/

posts/10158774010460086/?d=n 

 

https://twitter.com/FamilyMWR/

status/1280199836931895296?s=20 

 

 

SLO Directory 
https://www.dodea.edu/Partnership/upload/armyslo_january2020.pdf 

 

Army School Support Services 
www.armymwr.com/School-support 

 

 

 

#KnowYourSLO#GetConnected  

#MakingMovesMemorable #ArmyMWRCares #CYS 
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US Army Garrison Japan  

Directorate of Family & MWR 

Unit 45006 

APO AP 96343-5006 

 

Phone: 263-5441 

lucinda.f.ward.naf@mail.mil 

Lucinda Ward 

School Liaison Officer 

HTTPS : //
ZAMA .ARMYMWR .
COM/ PROGRAMS/
SCHOOL -LIAISON  
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